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Coronavirus pandemic 

Infectious illnesses go through three phases: an epidemic, where the illness is localised to certain 

geographic areas, a pandemic, where there is widespread sustained transmission throughout the 

general population, after which it becomes endemic, remaining present in the background with a 

stable but low rate of infection. Pandemics of contagious diseases occur on average three times every 

century; our forebears have dealt with similar situations before, so in that sense we are not alone. 

It is important to take sensible precautions, neither panicking nor being complacent; being ‘alert but 

not alarmed’. Follow official advice, either at www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 or 

www.gov.uk/coronavirus. The former deals the medical advice about how to avoid catching the virus 

and what to do if you start to experience symptoms. The latter has a broader range of advice from the 

Government, covering travelling, social distancing, employment and economic issues, advice for 

businesses and how to self-isolate if you need to stay at home. Apologies for not repeating it here in 

full, but the official websites will be updated as the situation changes. 

The most important thing, however, is not to go in person to the GP’s surgery or to the hospital if you 

are concerned that you or a member of your family may be ill. If you are in any doubt, it is better to 

check online or make a telephone call first. The 111 service exists for the most serious enquiries. 

Remember that the telephone is the first line of defence against infectious disease. 

The District Council has produced a toolkit, called the COVID-19 Community Pack, which it has 

circulated to each of the councillors and parish councils in the District. Over the coming weeks, parish 

councils, local charities and other organisations active in the community will be putting together plans 

for how to support the most vulnerable and isolated members of our community with projects to help 

local people. They will devise ways of identifying and contacting people who need support and will 

advertise how people who want to help can become involved. 

The elderly are the most vulnerable group, and looking after elderly relatives, friends and neighbours 

should be our priority. Making sure that they have enough groceries and telephoning regularly to 

ensure that they don’t feel lonely are two ways that younger people can help. A key principle is to ‘be 

kind’. Being kind will make a big difference to people who test positive for the virus, are self-

isolating, are simply really worried about the impact of the virus. Do you know anyone who may not 

have a local support network and who could benefit from being checked on? Contacting them via the 

phone rather than in person can safely help them not to feel isolated. 

We are very fortunate to live in a village such as ours. The population density is lower and there is 

less need to mingle with large crowds. We have plenty of space and fresh air. Even more importantly, 

there is a much stronger sense of community in the village than there is in a city. If we all work 

together and take care of one another, we will get through this crisis. 

Combined Authority’s £100k homes initiative 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority has developed a £100k Homes initiative. 

It will create one-bedroom homes available to buy at £100,000. These will offer an affordable step on 

the property ladder for people who live or work in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

A new website has been launched, www.100khomes.co.uk, which explains the initiative and allows the 

public to register their interest for £100k homes when they become available to buy. The website will 

also allow those not interested in buying a £100k home, but who think this scheme is a good idea, to 

add their support. There are currently no £100k homes available; the first are expected later in 2020. 

The more interest and support from the public, the greater the case will be to start delivering £100k 

homes on the affordable element of new housing developments.  

These £100k homes will mean owners having an increased ability to save compared with the rental 

market for a similar or equivalent property and, like owning any home, owners will build equity in the 

property through mortgage repayments. They will be owned 100% by the buyer and have affordable 

deposit and mortgage payments. There is no rent to pay and they can be put up for sale at any time. 

Owners will benefit from any house price growth which may occur as and when they decide to move 
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on. £100k homes are effectively discounted from their full market value via a legal agreement which 

remains with the property. The next purchaser of the property would have to be someone that 

qualifies for a £100k home and they would also benefit from the same percentage discount to the open 

market value of the property.  

The Combined Authority will work with house builders and developers to bring forward this 

initiative. £100k Homes Scheme will be defined under affordable housing in the National Planning 

Policy so importantly would count towards affordable home requirements that may come with 

planning permissions. 
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